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which, belongs to mosques. Its domes, round
the lower region of which runs a sort of belt
pierced through with numerous very minute
windows, are supported each by four vast arches,
These arches are in some instances partially
filled up by a wall, itself supported by smaller
arches propped on pillars, and pierced in its
higher compartment by several ranges of round-
headed windows. Beneath the chief dome runs
a circle of brass, from which innumerable
coloured lamps, lighted at night, are suspended
by chains. The effect is brilliant, of course,
but theatrical rather than ecclesiastic. The
pillars of the Suleimanie are brought chiefly
from Alexandria Troas. The walls are deco-
rated with gilded traceries, consisting of sen-
tences from the Koran, as well as the many
mystical names of the Creator, inscribed in
Arabic. These are the chief jjtosques in Con-
stantinople, and the models after which the rest
have been built. Most of them abound in
precious marbles, and many of them possess
interesting peculiarities. The most interesting